
Resumo 
 
Universities are living a triple crisis of hegemony, of legitimacy and institutional. This 
crisis is coterminous with the fiscal crisis of the state and the crisis of the welfare state. 
The loss of legitimacy of the welfare state gave rise to an increasing role of the market 
and to the change of the university from a ‘social institution’ to a mere ‘social 
organization’ while new managerial values seem to be replacing the traditional modes of 
academic governance. It is necessary for higher education to be reinvented and for 
academics to present again the case for higher education. But this needs to be a new case, 
not a restatement of the former.  
 


