Abstract:

The main political objective — increasing access to higher education in Portugal — was
clearly and consistently defined, and it aimed to substantially change the system.
However, there were also some secondary objectives, which, while also quite important,
were not so clearly spelled out or were not consistently pursued. Objectives such as
giving priority to areas relevant to the national economy or the pursuit of quality were
many times sacrificed to the dominant objective of improving participation in higher
education at any cost.



