
Abstract: The paper presents an analysis of the major problems of the Portuguese higher 
education system that has gone through a period of very fast expansion without strong 
state  regulation, which led to a crisis due to the recent decrease of the number of 
candidates to HE. The crisis has resulted in attacks on institutional autonomy, the 
academic drift of polytechnics, the questioning of the governance mechanisms of HEIs 
and increased state interference.  
 


